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and defended the Irish Church and the principle of estal lishment and endowment in eloquent terms. All the leadei took part in the debate.1 Gladstone endeavoured to vii dicate his consistency, and asserted that the Church of Enj land would be benefitted and not injured by being severe from a communion with what was politically dangerous an socially unjust. Lowe gave Liberals the catchword, ' Ci it down; why cumbereth it the ground ?'
Disraeli had no difficulty, in his reply, in vindicating tl
reasonableness of Stanley's amendment.    The Governmei
could not meet Gladstone's motion with a direct negative, j
they thought some modification would be necessary.    The
held, moreover, that, when a fundamental law of the couj
try was attacked, Parliament was not morally compete]
to decide the question, unless some intimation had been give
to the constituency which elected it.    Once again, as c
the third reading of the Eef orm Bill, Disraeli dealt wii
the virulent attacks made on him by Cranborne and Low
The former he let off comparatively lightly.    He reco
nised the vigour and vindictiveness of his invective, bi
thought, as a critic, that, in spite of all the study whit
Cranborne had given to the subject, it lacked finish.2   I
turned to Lowe, Cranborne's ' echo' from the Liberal sid
When the bark is heard on this side, the right hon. memb for Calne emerges, I will not say from his cave, but perha; from a more cynical habitation. He. joins immediately in tl chorus of reciprocal malignity, and ' hails with horrid melo< the moon.' . , . The right hon. member for Calne is a ve remarkable man. He is a learned man, though he despis history. He can chop logic like Dean Aldrich; but what is mo remarkable than his learning and his logic is that power spontaneous aversion which particularises him. There is not
1 March 30 and 31, April 2 and 3.
2 Tins was the last encounter between Cranborne and Disraeli the  Commons.    During the   Easter   recess   Disraeli's   old   colleagi Salisbury, died, and Cranborne succeeded to the title.    Father and s had been  reconciled,  and  Salisbury had even  espoused  Cranborn quarrel with Disraeli, who, however, was able to write to Stanley April 15:    ' I am glad that Lord Salisbury shook hands with me c< dially before he died.'